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LMS students learn how to become a 'real' American
The best way to become a “real

American,” according to Washing-
ton, D.C., guide Brooks Breece, is
to take a tour with him of the
nation’s Capital and pay tribute to
the heroes who fought and died for
the country.

That’s exactly what 43 Lampasas
Middle School eighth-graders and
14 local parents and teachers did
on June 1-5.

Eighth-grade teachers Jan L.
Vann and Ann Conner led the an-
nual eighth-grade trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., and New York City, where
they started at the National Ar-
chives to view America’s sacred
documents -- the Declaration of In-
dependence, the U.S. Constitution
and the Bill of Rights.

The newly redesigned American
History Museum with the refur-
bished Star Spangled Banner flag
on display was the next stop, as
well as a tour of the National Ca-
thedral, also known as The
Nation’s Church.

The first evening tour included
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
and Vietnam Women’s Memorial
where four students were allowed
to make rubbings of the names of
eight Lampasas County men listed
on “The Wall.” The students were
John Cole Vann, David Straley,
Julie Mize and Kaitlyn Harp. This
activity proved to be very
meaningful and really brought the
Vietnam War home to these young
people, said trip sponsors.

The group also visited famous
sites such as the Korean Memorial,
the World War II Memorial, Wash-
ington Monument, Thomas Jeffer-
son Memorial and Lincoln Memo-
rial.

At Arlington National Cemetery,
Alandra Killingsworth, Tori
Liverman, Kleg Kennedy and Ken-
neth McGuire were chosen to lay a
wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.

Breece gave the students the his-
tory of the tomb and cemetery, and
he explained how Arlington House
-- the home of Robert E. Lee -- was
taken over by Union soldiers dur-
ing the Civil War.

Breece ended the day with stops
at the Kennedy Center, Library of
Congress, White House and the
United States Capitol.

Another favorite museum of the
students was the Museum of Natu-
ral History, where the Hope Dia-
mond was viewed as well as the
many displays of dinosaurs. The
popular Air and Space Museum
amazed students and adults with its

exhibits of the moon rocks, Charles
Lindbergh’s plane “The Spirit of
St. Louis” and the lunar modules.

On the final day in the nation’s
Capital, the tour took the group to a
favorite site of Mrs. Vann’s and
Mrs. Conner’s: Mount Vernon, the
home of President George
Washington. Students got a de-
tailed tour of the home, saw the
graves of the first president and
Martha Washington, and saw the
breathtaking river view of the
Potomoc.

Students learned that Mount
Vernon is still a working plantation
growing the same crops Washing-
ton did in the late 1790s.

The group then loaded a bus for
the four-hour trip to New York City.
After a picnic lunch, the students
were welcomed to the Big Apple as
their teachers played several varia-
tions of the song “New York, New
York.”

The tour included a visit to the
“Top of the Rock,” or Rockefeller
Center, for a night view of the city.

The final two days were spent
seeing Central Park, Wall Street,
Ground Zero, Times Square, St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, Fifth Avenue,
the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island
and an evening at the Broadway
Play “The Lion King.”

After a visit to the famous Trinity
Church where many memorials
were left for those who died at
Ground Zero, Lampasas students
and chaperones bid farewell to
New York and headed back to
Texas.

Mrs. Conner and Mrs. Vann
agreed it was one of the best trips
they have taken, and said they were
very proud of the students as they
received many compliments re-
garding their behavior and appear-
ance.

The sponsors added that the 43
students represented their school,
their town and Texas very well
throughout their trip.

Most importantly, as Breece
would say, they are now “real
Americans.”

Students on the trip included Da-
kota Barbee, Reanna Boone, Caleb
Davis, Olivia Everhart, Devon
Feighner, Katelyn Franklin, Scotti
Franklin, Ryan Henderson, Lauren
January, Alandra Killingsworth,
Tori Liverman, Kenneth McGuire,
Chris Monroe, Aubrie Perez,  Tyler
Perkins, Samantha Phillips,
LeAnne Poole, Bryce Ramon, Jake
Terry, John Cole Vann, Ann Ward
and Marley Wiggins.

Also, eighth-graders Esidro
Arce, Marley Berry, Dallas
Brooks, Tatyana Carnes, Aric
Figurski, Cathleen Garczynski,
Kaitlin Harp, Ben Henderson,
Nicholas Hughes, Jenna Jenkins,
Rebecca Keen, Kleg Kennedy,
Kyle Kinabrew, Byler Lindeman,
Kenya Martin, Julie Mize, Katie
Peterson, Megan Roberts, Cullen
Singleton, Hannah Smart and
David Straley.

Teachers and parents who
joined Mrs. Vann and Mrs. Conner
were Iva Davis, Marie McGuire,
LaDale Perkins, Laura Ramon,
Barbara Smith, Tracy Taylor,
Danny Vann, Katherine Brown,
Kim Jenkins, Patricia Singleton,
Mariann Smart and Robert
Straley.

Students pose in Central Park in Manhattan atop a massive
schist rock formation.

LMS eighth-grader David Straley takes a rubbing from a
name on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in
Washington, D.C.

Times Square in New York City pulses day and night with
sounds and lights.

From left, Leanne Poole, Becca Keen and Dakota Davis
stand at the base of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
D.C.

The Statue of Liberty is a
popular stop on the trip.
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Class
Reunions

1954
The Lampasas High School Class

of 1954 will hold its 55th reunion
at First Baptist Church Fellowship
Hall on July 11 beginning at noon.

For more information, contact
Wilda Mullins at 556-6086.

1959
The Lampasas High School Class

of 1959 will hold its 50-year re-
union on July 11 from 5-10 p.m. at
the Hostess House.

Other activities have been
planned for Saturday and Sunday.

For more information, contact
Jamie Briggs at 556-2853; Barbara
Cason at 556-9815 or Joyce Bales
at (254) 634-9674.

1979
The Lampasas High School Class

of 1979 will hold its 30-year re-
union on July 11 from 2-6 p.m. at
the Holiday House.

For more information, contact
Betsy or Jill at betsymatheson@
sbcglobal.net or crockerjc@sbc
global.net.

1989
The Lampasas High School Class

of 1989 will hold its 20-year re-
union on July 11 from 6-9 p.m. at
the Hostess House at Hancock
Park.

For information, phone Becca
Simmonds Dishman at 556-6946 or
Lewis Snell at (254) 836-0446.

1999
The Lampasas High School

Class of 1999 will hold its 10-year
reunion on July 11 at 6:30 p.m. at
Hart’s Firehouse BBQ on U.S.
Highway 281 South.

The meal is $10 per person, and
entertainment is an additional $10
per person.

Send reservations to lampasas-
hsclassof99@gmail.com. For more
information, contact Hope Withers
Hamlyn or Asa Langford.

1994
The Lampasas High School Class

of 1994 will hold its 15-year re-
union on July 11 at 6 p.m. at
Medina's Parrilla. Tickets are $15

1950
The Lampasas High School

Class of 1950 and friends are in-
vited to gather July 10 at 6:30 p.m.
at Medina's Parrilla, 311 E. Third
St.

1984
The Lampasas High School Class

of 1984 will gather for its 25th re-
union on the west side of the
square on Friday and Saturday dur-
ing the Spring Ho street dances.

1969
The Lampasas High School

Class of 1969 will hold its 40-year
reunion during Spring Ho. The
group will decorate a float for the
parade on July 10 at 6 p.m, at the
Stagecoach House, and will meet
Saturday at 9 a.m. for the parade.

Dinner at the Stagecoach House
will be at 5 p.m. Cost is $10 per
person.

2004
The Lampasas High School Class

of 2004 will hold a five-year re-
union on July 11 from 3-10 p.m. at
Tyson’s Corners Hill Country Re-
treat and Conference Center, lo-
cated off Ridge Street/County
Road 1045.

Cost for class members is $10.
There is no charge for spouses or
other guests. Refreshments will be
provided, and drinks are BYOB.

For more information or to RSVP,
phone David Lowe at (512) 734-
5873 or Tyler Garner at (512) 525-
3443.

per person and $6.50 per child.
RSVP to Ashley Chapman

Underwood, 556-0220, 734-1419;
Amy Bumpus Harlien, amharlien
@suddenlink.net; or Brandi Sharp
Borchardt, brandiborchardt15@
gmail.com

Please RSVP by July 1 to Miggs
at (231) 635-6357 or (231) 350-
8515;  Brenda at (254) 749-6171 or
bmarwitz@hot.rr.com.

Thank You
Words cannot express how much it

meant to me having all the prayers, cards,

phone calls, food and visits for Jarvis and me.

To have so many wonderful Christian friends

and relatives to care on my behalf is the

greatest gift of all. God bless you and I thank

you from the bottom of my heart.

A cousin told Jarvis that when the good Lord

thinks Jarvis has had enough,

Shirley will get well! Ha!

Love to one and all,

Shirley Carlile

Seniors
Are you having difficulty remembering to

take your medications on time and
in the right amounts?

Assisted Living
Complete Medication Management

The Village at Hancock Park
512-525-6695 or 512-556-8990

1802 Hwy. 281 South Lampasas, Texas
www.villiageathancockpark.com

Classics at the Classic will
celebrate July 4 with a gather-
ing at Storm’s Drive-in’s back
parking lot at 7 p.m.

Scott and Sharon Carrigan
will sponsor a weenie roast,
and everyone is invited to
show off their classic vehicles.

Participants may bring
accompaniments to the hot
dogs, as well as games.

For more information, phone
556-5265 or 734-5180.

Classics to
gather, have
weenie roast
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