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Funeral services for Burnet
County resident Ernest Melton, 84,
are Feb. 28, 2009, at 2 p.m. at
Sneed Funeral Chapel in Lampasas
with the Rev. Charlie Brown offici-
ating. Burial will follow at Pleasant
Hill Cemetery near Lake Victor.

Mr. Melton died Feb. 25 at a local
nursing home.

He was born March 31, 1924, in
Eagle Springs in Coryell County,
the son of E.E. and Lillie Green
Melton.

Mr. Melton grew up in the Cen-
tral Texas area. He served on a gun-
ship in the U.S. Navy during World
War II. After an honorable dis-
charge, he moved to Burnet County
where he met and married Maydell
Davis, his wife of 50 years.

Mr. Melton was a rancher and en-
joyed doing chores and raising milk
COWS.

He is survived by his wife of Bur-
net County; one daughter, Melissa
Graves and husband, Billy, of Bur-

net County; one son, Donald
Melton and Brenda of Burnet
County; one sister, Dorothy

Shoemake of Glen Rose; a brother,
Jack Melton of Cameron; two
grandchildren, Chris Melton and
Jerry Melton; and three great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by two
brothers, Buck Melton and Melvin
Melton, and two sisters, Lillie Mae
Brown and Jo Shoemake.

Memorials may be made to
McGregor Baptist Church, 1003
Pierce St., McGregor, TX 76657.

FUNERAL CHAPEL

Third & Chestnut e Lampasas
512-556-1183

Mr. Mello

Funeral services are pending for
Ist Sgt. Mark D. Mello, 50, of
Kempner.

He died Feb. 22, 2009, at his resi-
dence.

Arrangements by  Crawford-
Bowers Funeral Home of Copperas
Cove.
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Sales tax growth slows, but gains still recorded
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$58,726  for  February, with
$103,782 earned through the first
two months of the year. That total
is up 5 percent from 2008.

Goldthwaite joins Kempner as
the only other area city to start the
year with back-to-back percentage
increases.

After a 17 percent jump in Janu-
ary, the Mills County seat had a 5
percent gain in February. With cu-
mulative payments that total
$52,807, Goldthwaite’s sales taxes
are running 9 percent ahead of last
year.

Burnet, by contrast, has had per-
centage losses in both January and
February. Its 13 percent drop this
period comes on the heels of a 7
percent sales tax decline last month.
For 2009, its two-month total of
$248,043 is 10 percent below the
$277,110 it collected in 2008.

In Marble Falls, the February dip
amounted to 4 percent. The city’s
year-to-date sales taxes stand at
$1.1 million -- $20,000 or 2 per-
cent more than last year’s $1.08
million for the comparable period.

San Saba saw a 5 percent increase
in its payment this month. The
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Where there’s smoke...

Lampasas Fire Department personnel were busy with several re-
kindles from a storage shed fire behind Santa Fe Square last week-
end. The shed, containing tires and hay, smolderied for several days
following the initial fire call. Lampasas Fire Marshal Reece
Qestreich determined the fire was the result of arson, and two juve-
niles were arrested in connection with the blaze.

$36,890 rebate was not quite
enough, however, to bring the city
even with 2008 sales tax statistics.
San Saba’s cumulative total is $186
short of the $64,945 it held for the
first two months of last year.

Hamilton’s February check for
$48,348 was only $26 less than it
collected in 2008, but it shows a 1
percent gain on the year with a total
received of $82,071.

Evant, also in Hamilton County,
posted a 31 percent jump in Febru-
ary with its $2,829 sales tax rebate.
After a small percentage decline in
January, it has made up ground over

Vehicles collide
on Key Avenue

A two-vehicle accident at North
Key Avenue and Avenue B was re-
ported Tuesday at 5:46 p.m.

Patrol Cpl. Jase Herring of the
Lampasas Police Department said a
Chrysler SUV was eastbound off
Avenue B and crossing Key Avenue,
while a Volkswagen 4-door was
driving in the outside northbound
lane.

The SUV crossed the intersection
and failed to yield the right of way
to the northbound car, he said. The
right front of the Chrysler struck
the Volkswagen’s left front fender,
Herring said.

Both vehicles sustained moderate
damage and had to be towed from
the scene, he said.

No injuries were reported at the
time of the accident, according to
Herring.

The Lampasas Fire Department
assisted with traffic control at the
scene. Capital Ambulance also re-
sponded.

Lampasas council reserves
land for open park space
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willing to give up in exchange for
getting one at a different intersec-
tion.

“Their whole premise is to get
traffic through the city as quickly
as possible,” Ms. Hetherly said.

Manly also suggested a citywide
recycling program for materials
such as aluminum, cardboard,
newspaper and glass. City staff
have considered such a program,
Ms. Hetherly said.

Also on Monday, the City Coun-
cil:

* approved the first reading of an
ordinance to vacate an unopened
portion of the Seventh Street right

of way and sell the 0.13-acre tract
to Bill Sanguinet for $2,000.

e approved a Lampasas Indepen-
dent School District request to hold
the Lampasas High School prom-
enade and dance in W.M. Brook
Park on April 18 from 7 p.m. to
midnight.

The council also authorized an
exemption to the city’s noise ordi-
nance to allow for the playing of
music during the prom.

* OK’d investment reports for the
last two quarters of 2008, and
passed resolutions accepting an in-
vestment policy and a list of ap-
proved government investment
pools.

Commissioners vote to
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model would cost about
$160,000.

Vincent has expressed interest
in purchasing a large distributor,
as he said a new unit could help
the county minimize asphalt waste
and reduce its payments for
asphalt transport.

Man gets prison sentence

In recent 27th District Court ac-
tion, Blair Duane Wright, 41, of
Buena Vista, Colo., was sentenced
to two 19-year terms in the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice In-
stitutional Division to run concur-
rently.

Wright was charged with driving
while intoxicated with a child pas-
senger and bond jumping.

In other court action, Kempner
resident Charles James Cadle, 22,
had his probation revoked and was
given two four-year sentences in the
TDCIID to run concurrently.

Cadle was found guilty of assault
on a public servant and aggravated
assault on a public servant. He was
credited with jail time served.

Charged with delivery of a
dangerous drug, 19-year-old
Michael James Odneal-Ybarra was
given five years’ probation and a
$500 fine.

Anthony Wayne Faught, 20, had
his charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to de-
liver reduced to a Class A misde-
meanor. The Lampasas man re-
ceived one year deferred adjudica-
tion probation and a $500 fine.

A charge of theft over $1,500
and under $20,000 against Clifton
Lee Withers, 57, was reduced to a
Class A misdemeanor. He was as-
sessed a $250 fine and court costs
of $215.

A March 13 pretrial is on the
docket for Willie Hampton Bell,
48, of Kempner for theft over
$1,500 and under $20,000. A revo-
cation hearing is the same day for
Bell on a charge of driving while
intoxicated and felony repetition.

Pretrials are set March 20 for
Cheri Pauline Nobles, 30, of
Temple for theft over $1,500 and
under $20,000, and Antonia Lynn
Carnley, 20, of Lampasas for bur-
glary of a habitation.

Pleas are expected to be entered
April 17 by Michelle Janette Bos-
ton, 34, of Killeen for driving
while intoxicated and felony rep-
etition, and for James Hugh
Moffitt, 18, of Lampasas for unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle.

The state dismissed a motion to
revoke for 27-year-old Jennifer
Fralin of Lampasas on a charge of
theft over $1,500 and wunder
$20,000.

State rainwater conference set

The Texas Rainwater Catchment
Association will hold its first state-
wide conference March 20-21 in
Kerrville at the Kerr County Hill
Country Youth Exhibit Center.

March 20 activities include an op-
tional tour of several rainwater
catchment projects in the Boerne
area (no transportation provided).

The March 21 program will be
on construction of collection sys-
tems. Fees are as follows: March
20 fee is $50 with an additional
$10 added for those going on the
Boerne tour. The March 21 fee is
$5. Both days are free for children
under 16 years old. Registration in-
formation is at: www.texrca.org.

The court took no action on the
matter.

In another item, commissioners
met for about 30 minutes in
executive session to discuss bids
for an animal control facility to be
built on 1.7 acres at the city of
Lampasas’ public works yard.

* approved the $4,119 purchase --
with a grant of $4,000 from
TxDOT -- of an in-car police cam-
era. The council also OK’d a re-
quest for police escorts and street
closures during special events in
2009.

* voted to appoint Rodney Seaver
to fill the unexpired term of Bo
Hollomon as Lampasas County
Youth League Association represen-
tative on the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board.

* heard a report by Police Chief
Tim Angermann, who noted the
Lampasas Police Department did
not receive any complaints of racial
profiling in 2008.

move fence

The facility will be built with city
and county funds.

The county received 15 bids
that ranged from $530,573 to
nearly $1.09 million. The highest
bid was the only one to exceed
$715,000.

The Commissioners Court took
no action on the bids.
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Under investigation
A house fire Tuesday night on McLean Street is still under investiga-
tion by the Lampasas Fire Department. The house, used for storage,
was vacant at the time of the fire.

TAKS retests
are scheduled

TAKS retests will be given for
any current senior who has not met
standards or has not taken the Exit-
level tests or students who are out
of school and have not met stan-
dards.

Testing will be offered as fol-
lows:

English/language arts, Tuesday;
math, Wednesday; science, Thurs-
day; and social studies, March 6.

Phone the Lampasas High School
counseling office at 556-9964 for
alternate test sites.

2008 and now reflects a 16 percent
increase for 2009.

Sales tax figures for Coryell
County cities are running quite
close to last year’s levels. In
Gatesville, this month’s payment
of $162,462 was short four-tenths
of a percent from February 2008,
and for the year Gatesville is
within  0.12 percent of the
$281,068 it held last year.

Copperas Cove managed a 3 per-
cent gain in February, after seeing
a 6 percent decline in sales taxes
last month. Its 2009 two-month to-
tal of $617,321 remains about 1

percent less than it accumulated
thus far in 2008.

“Growth in state sales tax collec-
tions remains modest,” said State
Comptroller ~ Susan ~ Combs,
“While overall growth has contin-
ued for the first five months of fis-
cal 2009 [which started in Septem-
ber], collections from important
sectors such as retail trade and
construction have decreased.”

Across the state, sales tax rev-
enue was up 2.5 percent this
month, compared to February
2008 payments.

Take care of your funeral arrangements...
SO your Lmuh nun lrhd'w.L to, ulth

Thank You for vour
In the Hill Countrv's Newest .1'\'\.&'15.11.'[] |

Trust & Conhidence

wving Center!

and personal lifestyle.

Because y,,

Lic. # 103674

At ‘Walden (Court, cach resident

is @ unique individual. Qur level
of services are individualized to
meet each residents pr'zjerznm

WALDEN COURT
ASSISTED LIVING
701 E. YOUNG STREET *

LLANO
325.247.5470

Pools

512-540-1351

All About

www.AllAboutPoolsTX.com

Pool service that sparkles!

To purchase your full-color ad, contact Jan
today at 556-6262, ext. 27.

_I_



