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AgriLIFE EXTENSION

Texas A&M System

Improving lives. Improving Texas.

Almost everyone has had what they thought was
the “stomach bug” at some time in their life. In
2009, one out of every four Americans will be-
come sick from eating contaminated food and
blame it on the stomach bug or something that is
“going around.”

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention
estimates that during the coming year, 5,000
people in the country will die after eating con-
taminated food.

Almost half of every food dollar is spent away
from home. Every person expects the food they
eat in restaurants to be safe. To address this issue,
Texas law requires that each food establishment
permitted by the Texas Department of State
Health Services must have at least one food man-
ager on staff who is certified in food safety.

Texas AgriLife Extension Service is offering a
food manager certification training course to help
area food establishments meet the requirement.

The program, “Food Safety: It’s Our Business,”
will be offered for $110 on Feb. 9 and 10 in
Lampasas. The cost includes training, course
book, course book on CD, other course materials,
and the state food handler certification exam.

Pre-registration is required and must be post-
marked by Jan. 23. Pre-registration materials can
be picked up at the Lampasas or Burnet County
offices of Texas AgriLife Extension Service.

The Lampasas office is at 409 S. Pecan Street,
and the Burnet office is at 1701 E. Polk St., Suite
12.

Food handler certificates currently being issued
will be valid for five years.

The program is designed to provide invaluable
education regarding the safe handling of food and
to prepare food service handlers to pass the certi-
fication examination.

Additional benefits of training and improved
food safety include:

* Increased customer satisfaction.

* Improved relationships with health officials.

* Prevention of bad publicity and lawsuits due
to foodborne illness.

Special fund-raisers

That's
LIFE

DSHS Food Safety Certification Expiration
Regulations

Requirements for Food Safety Certification re-
newal vary according to date of original certifica-
tion.

Certificates issued before May 6, 2004, expire af-
ter five years. Food handlers with certificates issued
before this date must pass the new DSHS Certified
Food Manager examination.

Due to changes in Texas food establishment regu-
lations since May 2004, participation in a Food
Manager Certification Course, such as “Food
Safety: It’s Our Business,” may help food handlers
with expiring certification cards pass the new test.

Certificates issued between May 6, 2004 and April
24,2008 are good for a two-year period, and may be
renewed up to two additional times before the certi-
fied individual is required to take the certification
exam again.

Requests for renewal should be sent no later than
60 days before the printed expiration date on the
card.

It is the responsibility of the manager or employee
to renew certificates. No reminder letters are sent by
DSHS.

Renewal forms are available from Texas AgriLife
Extension Service or online at http://foodsafety.ta-
mu.edu/pdf/posters/replace-renew-certificate-
form.pdf

Marilyn May, CFCS, is the Lampasas County Ex-
tension Agent for Family and Consumer Sciences.
She can be reached at MMay@ag.tamu.edu or P.O.
Box 231, Lampasas, TX 76550; phone 556-8271,
ext. 140.

Hanna Springs Intermediate School art students held an art show and sale recently with funds
raised benefitting Lampasas Mission, above photo, with Jerry Perkins and Jennifer Daniels accept-
ing the check, and the Lampasas Fire Department, represented by Fire Chief Terry Lindsey and
training officer Chris Ford.
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College
honors

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor

The University of Mary Hardin-Baylor has released its Provost Honor
Roll and Dean’s List for the fall 2008 semester.

To be eligible for the Provost Honor Roll a student must achieve a 3.7
grade point average or better on a 4.0 scale.
. Lampasas residents named to the list include Jonathon Istvan Curtis,
| Ashley Danielle Filippuzzi and Ashley Margaret Lowe.

Residents named to the Dean’s List from Lampasas include Stephanie
Yvonne Eskola, Kristen Shmar Leverett, Katy Frances Porter and

e W) Genevieve Emily Rayfield.
i Kempner resident Susan J. Moss-McUmber also was honored.
Stewart-Range To be named to the Dean’s List a student must achieve a 3.5 to 3.7

grade point average.

Wedding vows
to be exchanged

Robert and JoAnne Stewart of
Lampasas announce the approach-
ing marriage of their daughter,
Tristine Anne, to Nelson David
Range of Alvarado.

The couple plan a Jan. 24, 2009,
ceremony at First United Method-
ist Church in Lampasas.

Miss Stewart is a Lampasas High
School graduate. She earned a
bachelor of science degree in inter-
disciplinary studies from the Uni-
versity of North Texas.

She plans to teach elementary
school for Crowley Independent
School District in the fall.

Mr. Range is the son of Vicki and
Irby Range of Alvarado.
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He is a 2004 graduate of Dallas PPy y ,
Baptist University with a bachelor
y
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nors in chemistry and biblical stud-
ies.

He is a lab technician in the
chemical industry.

Are you Maximizing
Your Sales Potential?

The Lampasas Economic
Development Corporation
has commissioned a

Retail Trade Study

to help local businesses find new sales avenues.

With this study you'll be able to:
e Discover valuable information about your
customers' spending habits!
e Develop strategies to target potential customers!
* Expand into new market areas!

The LEDC is presenting this Retail Trade Study for any
local merchant who would like to attend FREE of charge.

Thursday, January 15, 2009
6:00 p.m.
Lampasas High School
Cafeteria

Don't miss this opportunity to improve
your business model!

For more information, contact:
Cherry Hargrove
Economic Development Coordinator
512-734-0899
cherry @ cityoflampasas.com




