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Increased turnout

2006.

Clementine Lewis, above, standing, was elected chair of Precinct
8’s delegation to the Lampasas County Democratic Party’s
March 29 county convention, and Al Burns, in hat, below, was
elected chairman of the Precinct 10 Democratic caucus. The Pre-
cinct 8 caucus drew 40 people, compared to just two in 2006, and
11 Democrats attended the Precinct 10 caucus -- 10 more than in
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Lampasas Democrat

eyes runoff in railroad

commissioner race
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and Wylie killed homeowners. In-
vestigations later revealed the blasts
resulted partly from loose compres-
sion couplings installed by Atmos
Energy.

“When people died at Cleburne
and Wylie, nobody did anything
about it,” Thompson said. “They
just thought it would be easier to
pay off the families (of the vic-
tims).”

The Hamilton man said he would
have made Atmos replace the cou-
plings at the first sign of loosening.
He also plans to lower gas utility
rates and limit saltwater injection at
drilling sites.

Thompson said the oil and gas in-
dustries exercise undue influence on
the Railroad Commission, so he be-
lieves his lack of connections to
those industries would make him an
effective commissioner.

“All my buddies are not in the oil
and gas industry,” he said.

In his more than 130 speeches
during the campaign, Henry, on the
other hand, has emphasized his ex-
perience in oil and gas, a record he
said voters trust.

“I have been involved in oil and
gas my whole life, and that’s very
important to the people of this
state,” Henry said.

The candidate has run for the
Railroad Commission before and
said he typically does well in El
Paso, along the Mexican border
and in Dallas County. Henry and
his wife, Ruth, have visited almost
every county during the current
campaign.

“We had a real good reception
everywhere we went,” Henry said.
“Across the state, we have really
good name recognition.”

Ceremony held at new
LHS campus location

Continued from page 1A
beginning of the 2009-10 school
term in August 2009, we have to get
started. It is an 18-month project,
and we have no time to waste.”

The superintendent said he appre-
ciated everyone who supported the
district in its efforts to upgrade fa-
cilities.

“I'm thankful for anyone who
had a part in this. It is one of the
biggest things to happen in the
Lampasas community in a long
time. And it wouldn’t have hap-
pened if not for a lot of people who
went to extreme lengths to see it
through.”

Said Myers: “This is an important
project. It is our children who will
benefit the most, and that is how it
should be.

"We are all very excited and
ready to get going with this.”

At Wednesday’s ceremony, dig-
nitaries on hand included Mayor
Judith Hetherly; City Manager
Michael Stoldt; County Judge
Wayne Boultinghouse; Blue Rib-
bon Task Force Committee Chair-
men Ron Kuker and Chuck
Williamson; co-chairs of the politi-
cal-action committee that cam-
paigned for new facilities, J.W.
Hutcherson, Valarie Dickensen and
Tina Loeffler; Rick Burnight, the
architect from  Austin-based
O’Connell Robertson; Blair Will-
iams, construction manager at risk;
Tom Dahl, representing Texas De-
partment of Transportation; and
Charles Pence, donor of the school
site.
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Kempner council approves street light

By MAT TAYLOR
Special Correspondent

Kempner City Council in a re-
cent meeting approved the installa-
tion of a street light at the intersec-
tion of U.S. Highway 190 and
Peach Street, two blocks east of
downtown Kempner.

Hamilton  County  Electric
Cooperative will install the light.

At a previous meeting, Kempner
resident Walter Prugh requested
the council consider a light at the
location, saying it is a dangerous
intersection because of the way the
highway curves, and it is difficult
to see the intersection at night. A
light would make it safer for driv-
ers, he added.

Mayor Gene Isenhour said he
contacted the Hamilton County
utility co-op and was told the cost
would be $1,575 to install a pole,
transformer and light. A monthly
fee of about $10 also would be as-
sessed.

The owner of the property indi-
cated he would pay the monthly
fee, Isenhour said.

The only concern voiced by the
mayor and council members was
that Kempner officials may be set-

Home suffers
smoke damage

A fire that began in a dryer Mon-
day afternoon at 807 Casbeer St.
damaged the owners' living room
and left heavy smoke damage in
other rooms.

Morgan Roberts returned home
in the afternoon and started a load
of clothes in his dryer, which sits in
a laundry area outside his bedroom.
Roberts then left his residence. His
wife, Angela Roberts, also was
away from home when the blaze
started.

The dryer did not appear to be
properly ventilated, City Fire Mar-
shal Reece Oestreich said, and lint
caught fire as the clothes were cy-
cling in the dryer.

The Lampasas Fire Department
received the call at 2:22 p.m. and
quickly searched the house for oc-
cupants. Neighbors had seen Rob-
erts enter the home but did not no-
tice him leave, Oestreich said.
Firefighters suppressed the fire
within five minutes of arriving on
the scene, he added.

The living room and part of a
bedroom sustained the most direct
fire damage, said the fire marshal.

Along with one fire engine and
10 firefighters, four officers from
the Lampasas Police Department
responded.

ting a precedent, and other citizens
would want a street light, too. The
city could not afford that expense,
they indicated.

“I wish we could install more
street lights, but this is a unique
situation on a major U.S. highway,”
the mayor said. “In the future, any
other street lights will be based on
safety and feasibility.”

In other business, Preston Single-
ton presented the city’s 2007 fiscal-
year audit, saying Kempner is in
good financial condition. The audit
showed the city’s total revenue for
FY 2007 was $184,545.

“Of this, 39 percent came from
property taxes, 26 percent for sales
taxes, 16 percent from franchise
fees, and 14 percent from the Mu-
nicipal Court and other fees,” said
Singleton. “Total expenditures for
2007, including all departments,
were $123,000. That left an ending
fund balance of $152,000, cash and
other assets, and that is a good indi-
cation of the city’s good financial
condition.”

The CPA’s only recommenda-
tions were for Kempner to desig-
nate a fund balance for certain pur-
poses such as capital improve-
ments, and to adopt an investment
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policy and designate an investment
officer. Isenhour said one desig-
nated fund could be set up and used
possibly to purchase the building
where City Hall is located.

In another item, the council ap-
proved the audit, an investment
policy and designated the city sec-
retary as the investment officer.
Isenhour said all the city’s invest-
ments are in TexPool.

Also last week, the council OK’d
the sale of a surplus police vehicle
to a private individual for $500.
This was the first serious offer re-
ceived since the vehicle was posted
for sale months earlier.

If the vehicle had not sold, it was
the council’s intention to donate
the car to the Kempner Volunteer
Fire Department for its annual
fund-raising auction. “As the ve-
hicle was purchased with taxpay-
ers’ money, this money should go
back into the Police Department
fund,” Isenhour said.

In another item concerning the
department, Police Chief Doug
Kahlstrom presented the 2007 Ra-
cial Profiling Report. The state
mandates all law enforcement
agencies report local statistics to
their governing body each year.
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“Our department supports the
Texas legislative mandate for com-
munity racial profiling in Texas,
and we work under a policy consis-
tent under all state and federal
laws,” Kahlstrom said.

“Citizens may contact the depart-
ment to report any conflict with
any officer for information on how
to file a complaint.”

The police chief added that it is
the goal of the Kempner Police De-
partment to provide citizens with a
safe community and maintain the
confidence, respect and support of
all citizens.

The report for last year shows
Kempner police officers made 372
stops. Of these, 299 were white
drivers, 40 Hispanic, 27 black, four
were Asians, and two were from
other ethnic backgrounds. The re-
port indicates no one was stopped
based on his or her creed or color.
The department did not receive any
complaints on racial profiling dur-
ing the year.

Before conclusion of the meet-
ing, Isenhour said only the current
council members up for election
have filed for a seat on the govern-
ing body. March 14 is the last date
to file for the May 10 election.

TR

PHOTO BY JIM LOWE

Fire struck at the Morgan Roberts residence at 807 Casbeer St. Monday afternoon. Officials
determined lint in a dryer was the cause of the fire. The house sustained heavy smoke
damage. No one was home at the time of the blaze.

County jail sentence handed down for DWI

In recent 27th District Court ac-
tion, Judge Joe Carroll sentenced
James Craig Groves, 37, of
Lampasas to six months in the
Lampasas County Jail and 18
months” probation for driving
while intoxicated and felony repeti-
tion, which was prosecuted as a
misdemeanor.

Groves also must pay a $750 fine
and had his driver’s license sus-
pended for six months.

In other court proceedings,
Rodney Joel Key, 50, of Lampasas
was sentenced to six years in the
Texas Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Institutional Division, probated
to six years. He must pay a $1,000
fine and court costs, and was or-
dered to attend an alcohol treatment
facility.

Key was charged with driving
while intoxicated and felony repeti-
tion.

An arrest warrant was issued, and
bond was increased to $50,000 for
Joe Harvey Hardin, 37, when he
failed to show up for court on a
charge of driving while intoxicated
and felony repetition.

Curtis Byron Crumley III, 21, of
Lampasas also did not report for

court on his case of criminal mis-
chief with a deadly weapon. A war-
rant was issued for his arrest, and
bond was set at $10,000.

A case of possession of a con-
trolled substance, methamphet-
amine, against 18-year-old Lowell
Preston Garza of Lampasas was
punished as a misdemeanor. Garza
was sentenced to six months in
county jail, and must pay court
costs and restitution.

Carroll also amended Garza’s
probation on an injury to a child/
serious bodily injury charge and
ordered him to attend an inpatient
treatment facility within 12 months
of serving his jail sentence.

Amy Jo Pitcher, 39, of Lampasas
was assessed three years’ deferred
adjudication probation and a
$1,000 fine plus court costs for
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. She also must serve 30 days
in the Lampasas County Jail, fol-
lowed by outpatient drug rehabili-
tation.

Albert  Alvarado, 26, of
Lampasas was given three years’
deferred adjudication probation
and a $1,000 fine for possession of
a controlled substance, metham-

Lampasas ISD has contested race as filing continues

Filing for City Council seats in
Lampasas, Lometa and Kempner,
and school board positions in
Lampasas and Lometa continues
through Monday.

Early voting will run April 28
through May 6, with elections set
for May 10.

Following is a list of seats open
for filing.

Lampasas City Council: Up
for election are the seats of Debbie
Fuller, Place 3; Wanda
Bierschwale, Place 4; and Les
Gerhardt, Place 5.

All three incumbents have filed
for their seats.

Those who wish to file may do
so at City Hall Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with City

Secretary Cherry Hargrove, or
assistant city secretaries Christina
Marez and Ursula Paddie.

Lometa City Council: Seats
to be on the ballot in May include
those of the mayor, held by David
Ivey who was appointed after the
death of Mike McGarry, and at-
large seats of Cynthia Kirby,
George Watson and Toni Torres.
The seat filled by Kyle Walton
when Ivey was appointed mayor
also is up for election.

Ivey has filed for the mayor’s
post, and Walton and Mrs. Kirby
have filed for their seats.

Filing is at the Lometa Munici-
pal Building weekdays from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. with City Secretary
Michelle Schueneman.

Kempner City Council:
Positions open for balloting are
those of the mayor, Gene
Isenhour; Paul Cook, Place 1; and
Melba Vandeveer, Place 5.

All three have filed for re-
election.

Filing is at Kempner City Hall,
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., with City Secretary
Frances Spinney or Assistant City
Secretary Trudy Davis.

Lampasas ISD Board of
Trustees: Benjie Tischler has
charge of candidate filing at the
Human Resources Department
behind the District Administration
Building. Hours are Monday
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Seats to be filled in May
include Place 6, Wesley Crow, and
Place 7, James Briggs. Both have
filed for their seats.

Former board member Luther
Hensley has filed to run against
Crow.

Lometa ISD Board of Trust-
ees: Two at-large positions are up
for election. They are held by
Stacy Pauly and Larry Morrison.

Both incumbents have filed for
re-election.

Filing is weekdays, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., at the District Administra-
tion Building across the street
from the school’s main campus
with Monica Ivey or Waunice
Bessent.

phetamine. He also must pay court
costs.

Jury trials are set Monday for
Brenda Sue Gaines, 32, of Killeen
on a forgery charge and for Duane
Cole Myers, 45, of Lampasas for
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, methamphetamine.

Harker Heights resident Holli
Elise Ricketts, 42, had her arraign-
ment on a forgery charge reset to
March 14.

A revocation hearing is expected
March 14 for Roger D. Dean, 23,
of Copperas Cove for burglary of a
habitation.

An adjudication announcement
was reset to March 14 for Diane
Renteria Hernandez, 50, of Lub-
bock. She is charged with posses-
sion of a controlled substance, co-
caine.

Also next week, the judge is to
hear a plea from Jose Andrade
Moreno, 31, of Lometa for driving
while intoxicated and felony rep-
etition, as well as bond jumping.

Pretrial hearings are scheduled
March 28 for Thomas Edward
Austerberry, 23, of Harker Heights
for evading arrest with a vehicle
and Joshua Steven Joswick, 19, for

evading arrest with a vehicle.

A pretrial hearing is on the April
11 docket for Wesley Gene
Talbert, 29, of Lampasas for pos-
session of a controlled substance,
methamphetamine.

Earnest Harold Smiley, 58, is set
to enter a plea May 9 for driving
while intoxicated and felony rep-
etition. A presentence investigation
was ordered.

May 12 jury trials are slated for
Douglas Lynn McGuffey, 21, for
possession of a controlled sub-
stance; James Worth Nesom, 51,
for driving while intoxicated with
a child passenger; Clay Cory
Havins, 41, for driving while in-
toxicated and felony repetition;
and Dale Roy Noordam, 33, for
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

On a charge of theft over
$20,000 and wunder $100,000,
Dublin resident Richard Thurston
House, 22, is set for a July 28 jury
trial.

The state dismissed a charge of
theft over $1,500 and under
$20,000 against April Dawn
Smith, 28, of Lampasas. The case
will be refiled in county court.

Cattle Auction

The report from the Feb. 27 sale
at Lampasas Cattle Auction fol-
lows.

Cattle and calves: Estimated re-
ceipts 754 compared to 595 last
week and 749 last year. Feeder
steers and heifers steady; slaughter
cows and bulls steady. In the
feeder supply, steers made up
approximately 50 percent of the
run and heifers 50 percent. Steers
and heifers over 600 Ibs. totaled 20
percent.

Feeder steers: Medium and
large frame 1, 300-400 Ib., $126-
$135; 400-500 Ib., $118-$130;
500-600 1b., $111-$118; 600-700
Ib., $99-$109; 700-800 Ib. year-
lings, $89-$98.

Medium and large frame 2, 300-
400 1Ib., $111-$124; 400-500 Ib.,
$109-$117 1b.; 500-600 1b., $104-
$110.

Feeder heifers: Medium and
large frame 1, 300-400 1b., $110-
$120; 400-500 1b., $109-$119;
500-600 1b. $97-$109; 600-700 Ib.,
$92-$100; 700-800 1b. yearlings,
$82-$92.

Medium and large frame 2, 300-
400 1b., $98-$109; 400-500 Ib.,
$100-$109.

Medium and large frame 3: 300-
400 1b., $91-$95.

Replacement cows: medium and
large 1-2, aged 900-1,200 1b. cows,
6 to 8 months bred, $540-$750 per
head.



