Bench rest is a valuable
tool for sighting your rifle

By HAROLD HARTON
Special Contributor

A number of years ago, my late friend
Skeet Skaggs had a shooting range on his
ranch near Briggs. Each year, deer hunt-
ers would show up to zero their rifles be-
fore deer season. Most of the time, they
had no idea how to proceed with the pro-
cess and would ask Skeet to shoot their
rifle.

One afternoon I showed up and offered
to help Skeet, since there were about a
dozen hunters waiting to get their rifles
zeroed.

At that time, there was no bench rest
from which to shoot, so Skeet was shoot-
ing from the prone position using sand
bags to rest the rifle on. His shoulder took
quite a beating since he was shooting ev-
erything from a .250-3000 to .30-06 and
even a .35 Remington thrown in, and just
about everything in between. When Skeet
got up to take a break, I noticed his shirt
was bloody at the shoulder. Those rifles
had beat the blood out of him!

In order to zero, Skeet knew he had to
take as much of the human element out of
the process as possible. He used the sand
bags at front and rear to minimize the
movement of the rifle at the time the trig-
ger was squeezed.

Shortly after this incident, Skeet, with
the help of some of us, built a bench rest
from which to shoot. This made control-
ling the rifle and the recoil factor more
acceptable.

The bench rest is a valuable tool for
prairie dog shooting, too.

A great new product is available called
Stable Table, made by Battenfeld Prod-
ucts and marketed by Caldwell Shooting
Supplies. Not only is it a great steady rest
for zeroing the rifle but also for the prai-
rie dog hunt, as well as long-range shoot-
ing. It swivels 360 degrees for fast action
in any direction. It is a fine, stable and
strongly built piece of equipment. I guar-
antee you will be very pleased with it.

You can get yours at Nocked & Loaded
Archery and Guns, right here in
Lampasas.
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Stable Table is a great steady rest for zeroing the rifle but also for the
prairie dog hunt, as well as long-range shooting.

Harold Harton is a veteran outdoorsman and photographer,
and a longtime contributor to the Lampasas Dispatch Record.
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